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teaching. If significant concerns remain after a number of reviews and adaptations to the
learning programme, then it may be necessary to provide interventions at stage III.

In the case of pupils with emotional or behavioural difficulties, it is recognised that, with
serious difficulties, more urgent action may be needed. In these cases the pupil s
needs should, with parents permission, be discussed with the relevant NEPS
psychologist and/or the case should be referred to the clinical services of the Health
Services Executive. This may lead to a more detailed behavioural management
programme to be implemented at home and in class, or to referral for further specialist
assessment (stage III).

Stage III

Some pupils who continue to present with significant learning needs will
require more intensive intervention at stage III. The school may formally request a
consultation and, where appropriate, an assessment of need from a specialist outside the
school in respect of pupils with learning difficulties or with mild or moderate behavioural
problems (or both) who have failed to make progress after supplementary teaching or
the implementation of a behavioural programme and in respect of pupils with serious
emotional disturbance and/or behavioural problems. Such specialist advice may be
sought from psychologists, paediatricians, speech and language therapists, audiologists,
etc.1

The leaming support/resource teacher, resource teacher, if available, and the class teacher, in
consultation with the relevant specialist or specialists should then draw up a learning
programme that includes identification of any additional available resources that are
considered necessary in order to implement the programme. The parents should be fully
consulted throughout this process. This programme should be the subject of regular reviews,
leading to revisions of the learning programme and referral for specialist review, as necessary.

In the case of pupils identified at an early age as having very significant special educational
needs, intervention at stage III will be necessary on their entry to school. Support in the
classroom will be an essential component of any learning programme devised for such pupils,
and primary responsibility for the pupil will remain with the class teacher, in consultation
with the learning support/resource /or resource teacher.
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PERSONAL PUPIL PLAN

This plan was devised as “schools applying for SNA support from the 15/16 school year will be required to
submit a Personal Pupil Plan for each pupil outlining the pupil s special care needs and showing how the
SNA will be deployed to assist the pupils. This plan should demonstrate how the school intends to actively
reduce, and where appropriate, eliminate dependency on SNA support within a reasonable timeframe. The
plan should include the time-bound targets for the development of independence skills.” (Circular

0030/2014)
Name
of
Studen
t
Date of Birth ANA Access: Date enrolled:
Date of Class: Class Teacher:
Personal Pupil ST:
Plan (PPP) ANA:
Medical Outside Agencies Previous teacher/ANA:
Care Consulted
Needs
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Table 1: from the 2017 Guidelines. Identification of Educational Needs through the Continuum
of Support Process.

Table 1: Identification of Educational Needs through the Continuum of
Support Process

Classroom
Support

The class teacher considers how to differentiate the learning programme
effectively to accommodate the needs of all pupils in the class.

A classroom support plan is developed and / or adjusted over time for those
pupils who do not respond appropriately to the differentiated programme.
This is informed by:

Parental consultation

Teacher observation records

Teacher-designed measures /assessments

Basic needs checklist *

Learning environment checklist*

Pupil consultation - My Thoughts About School Checklist

Literacy and numeracy tests

Screening tests of language skills

A Classroom Support plan runs for an agreed period of time and is
subject to review.
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Results of standardised testing
such as measures of cognitive
ability; social, emotional and
behavioural functioning;
adaptive functioning etc.

*These checklists are available in the Continuum of Support Guidelines for Teachers
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Appendix 7

Educational Planning (2017 Guidelines).
Educational planning

Provision for pupils with special educational needs is enhanced through clear identification
processes and careful planning of interventions to address academic and/or personal and
social development needs. Identification of needs, planning, target-setting and monitoring of
outcomes are essential elements of an integrated and collaborative problem-solving process.
The process involves the class teacher, special education teachers, parents, the pupil and
relevant professionals. Interventions should draw on evidence-informed practice and the
professional knowledge and experience of teachers. These interventions should reflect the
priority learning needs of pupils, as well as building on their strengths and interests. Support
plans should set out the agreed targets, the resources required, the strategies for
implementation and a time-frame for review.

Student Support File

A Student Support File has been developed to enabie schools to pian interventions and to
track a pupil s pathway through the Continuum of Support. It facilitates teachers in
documenting progress and needs over time and assists them in providing an appropriate level
of support to pupils, in line with their level of need. Following a period of intervention and
review of progress, a decision is made as to the appropriate level of support required by the
pupil. This may result in a decision to discontinue support, to continue the same level of
support, or move to a higher or lower level of support.
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Table 2: from the 2017 Guidelines - Planning the allocation of special education teaching
supports

Action Review existing information on pupils needs, using school-
based data, and any information from parents and external
k professionals. Engage in additional screening and data

Identification o gathering as required, using informal and formal assessment

P“P"_s with approaches (for example, teacher  observations,

SPeC|a|_ information  on social and emotional competence, I
educational standardised tests, diagnostic tests).

needs

Identify all pupils with special educational needs in the school.
Match their needs to the appropriate level on the Continuum of

Support.

Action 2: Setting f§ Based on individual needs, set clear learning targets for each pupil
targets at each level of the Continuum of Support.

Action 3: 1} Identify the level and type of intervention required to meet targetsl

Planning for each pupil on the Continuum of Support.

teaching methods}| Schools should consider methodologies best suited to promoting

and approaches [ meaningful inclusion such as differentiation, heterogeneous
grouping, team-teaching and small group teaching.

They should also be mindful that the interventions and supports
that they are using are evidence-informed.
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